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SCARE

ÅJoint Police and Fire Service evaluation of the school premises

ÅWe aim to SCARE 60 schools in Bedfordshire and Luton during the 

2009/10 School Year 

ÅWhere possible we will conduct it in conjunction with the schools 

Fire Safety Audit 

ÅWe aim to provide cost effective advice and guidance to reduce the 

likelihood of a school suffering an arson attack or other criminal 

damage. 

ÅWe will highlight good practice when it is already in existence 



SCARE Visits

ÅDonôt worrywe are there to help and 

provide guidance. 

ÅWe are not there to enforce and make you 

spend lots of money.

ÅLast no more than 2 hours

ÅYou will receive a written report with 

advice and guidance for your school



Principals of Arson Reduction

ÅRestrict access

ÅDeter Access

ÅReduce the opportunity for an offender to 

start a fire  

ÅReduce the scope for potential fire 

damage.  



Waste Management

ÅEnsure waste is collected from the School on a 

regular basis

ÅWheelie bins should ideally be made of a non 

combustible materials and have lockable lids.

ÅBins should be kept in a secure compound away 

from the main school building or chained at least 

8 Meters away from buildings



Mobile Classrooms

ÅMobile classrooms can be particularly vulnerable 

to an arson attack due to their combustible 

nature.  Ensure that skirting is in place and in 

good condition to prevent access to the area 

between the class room floor and the ground.  

ÅThis will prevent the area being used as storage 

space and reduce the potential for rubbish to 

accumulate.  This will also prevent an offender 

from placing combustibles underneath the 

classroom in order to set a fire. 



Mobile Classrooms

ÅTo prevent fire spread to the main school 

building mobile classrooms should be 

situated at least 10 Meters from the main 

building.



Controlling the spread of Fire

One of the most 
effective measures to 
prevent fire from 
spreading and to 
reduce smoke 
damage is to ensure 
that all internal doors 
are kept shut, 
particularly at night.  
A routine should be 
established to ensure 
that this is done. 



Reporting and Recording

ÅInform the Fire Service if you have a fire

ÅKeep an arson log book



Education

ÅTheatre in 

Education

ÅSchool Assemblies

ÅInterventions 




